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(54) PURIRCATION AND POLYMERIZATION OF LACTIDE 
(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a lactide that does not contain mesolactides and has high purity and low water 
content in production of the lactide. 

SOLUTION: This lactide of high purity is obtained by bringing a mixture containing L-lactide and/or D-lactide and a 
mesolactide into contact with water to separate L-lactide and/or D-lactide from the mesolactide. then washing the L- 
lactide and/or DHactide with a water-soluble solvent, such as an alcohol, and re crystallizing the lactide by using a 
hydrophobia solvent, for example, toluene, which does not react with the lactide and has compatibility with the watei^ 
soluble solvent. 
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